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Introduction 


Wood is one of the natural resources found on earth essentially. Wood is used by the human beings for purpos- 
es and many aspects, be it like a fuel, as a construction material, tools, weapons, furniture, packing, artworks, 
and mainly paper production. The tree is cut from trunk to logs, logs to planks, blocks and further processed to 
desired objects. Wood is a living thing which offers support in various lifetimes of birds, animals, human beings 
and to the environment. Wood plays an active role in our lives by recycling carbon di oxide into oxygen in the 

air. Wood holds many properties like thermal, acoustic, electrical, mechanical, aesthetic, working, etc.; which 
becomes a beneficial aspect for the implementation of wood in our daily lives directly or indirectly. Wood is also 
used as a material or substance in many activities, professions and in living. From a match stick to a wood house 
there are many objects made of wood from many kinds in various sizes. Musical instruments, Sports equip- 
ment’s, Houses, Architectural interiors, toys, school supplies (books, pencil, rubber etc.) and many more. A human 
depends on wood his whole life from being baby in a cradle to being laid to rest in a coffin after death. Vehicle 
invention and discovery was initially made out of wood. The first wheel was made up of wood, later to a bullock 
cart and in waterways first as a raft with a group of logs later to building boats with planks. Previously before the 
liquefied petroleum gas was introduced, people use to burn wooden branches and logs in production of heat and 
fire for their daily habitat. 


Wood as played a vital role in the field of art from being around the painting like a frame, brushes, pallet, pencil, 
easel to being a piece of art itself. Wooden craftsmen all over the world are knowledgeable, skill full about the 
intimacy, form and style of the wooden aspects. There are traditional wooden carvers who involve only in carving 
deities and traditional objects. In the other hand the unconventional artists explore the material wood and carve. 


Cherpu, a small village 10 kms away from the town Thrissur in Kerala is one of the production place of the wood- 
en handicrafts and furniture. Wooden elephants are one of the popular handicrafts made there. In Thrissur there 
are many ceremonial processions were elephants play a very significant role. Elephants are featured in traditional 
and religious practices. They are symbol of prosperity and joy. Elephants are decorated with ornaments and beau- 
tified with paintings on them. People aspired to have elephants in their homes. Thus, many people who couldn't 
afford to look after the animal brought a miniature of the elephant made of wood and kept them at home show- 
casing the fortune and happiness. The production of the wooden elephants started quite before the Independ- 
ence. Two Carpenter families came together to carve out the lovely elephants, signifying the connectedness of 
human beings with elephants. As per the demand for wooden elephants grew the carpenters family group grew 
and established a Cherpu Carpenters Co-operative Society in 1939. The industry saw enormous amount of manu- 
facturing of wooden elephants with orders being placed from all around the world in early eighties. In the pres- 
ent situation the industry is facing a low light and is terrified of the art becoming extent. Thus a training center is 
organized were the artisans are trained mandatory for a year. Later they are offered for the job in making these 
beautiful elephants for the daily wages. 
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Artisan involved in wood carving. 


Work place of craftsman. 
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Scraping the finally completed elephant statue with Group photo of staff and carving workers. 
sand paper. 
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Statue of decorated elephant. 


Lady staff sharing details about huge elephant 
statue made of rose wood. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The tools that are used for carving are: 

¢ Mallet or Hammer: It is used in hitting the chisel. 

¢ Chisels: It is used in shaping and designing the sculpture. 

¢ Rose Wood or Rain tree: It is a basic raw wooden material used in making the sculpture. 

¢ White Cedar: It is used as a filler wooden pieces in the place where the presence of white color is required. 
* Jigsaw: It is used in cutting the trunks and logs of the tree. 

¢ Wood Varnish: A lubricant used in giving the finishing look on the wooden sculpture. 

* Timber Coat Wood Finishes (sanding sealer): It is used in filling the minute gaps in the wood. 
¢ Wood Stain (Asian paint): Paints used on the sculpture. 

¢ Shoe Polish: It is used for the lusterless (matt) finishing of the sculpture. 

¢ Melamine Polish (Asian paints): Polish used to protect the sculpture which is lusterless. 

¢ Wet or Dry Emery Paper: It is used in giving the final finishing and sanding the sculpture. 


¢ Pad Saw: It is used in giving detailing carves like wrinkle lines and skin folds. 
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Carving tools. 
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Wood primer and sanding sealer. Thinner and wood stainer paint. 
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White wood. Raw wood. 
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Mini scraping tool. Other tools.. 
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Brushes. 


Hacksaw Blade.. 
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Making Process 


The wood is brought from local forests around. Woods like white cedar, rain tree, rose wood and many local trees 
are cut with Jigsaw, chiseled and carved in making this traditional elephant. The wood is cut into blocks accord- 
ing to the measurements of elephant. The templates made out of corrugated paper is placed on the block and 
marked with the help of the chalk, pencil or sometimes directly marked by chiseling around the template. The 
marked block is then further processed for carving. Firstly the artisan is taking the chisels, mallet, and tools and 
placing it nearby for an easy movement of the process. Chisels are of different sizes and bits, which is used in 
different intervals of carving process. The big flat chisel is used in initial stage of carving to remove the unwanted 
extra chunks of wood. Then shaping of the subject is taken over by the detailing chisels like small flat bit chisel, 
Slant cutting chisel, small thin bull point chisel, straight chisel, ‘V’ tool, Straight gouge, Fishtail pattern gouge, 
Fishtail pattern chisel, Curved gouge and many more. After which the eyes, nails and tusks places are dug with 
the help of ‘V’ tool and replaced with the white cedar wood, which makes the occurrence of the elephant more 
effective. Pad saw with blade is used in making wrinkle lines and skin folds on the elephant. Emery paper and 
sand paper is used in smoothening and finishing of the wood surface. After smoothening the elephant is given a 
timber coat wood finishes which, is used in filling the minute gaps in the wood. Later a coat of shoe polish based 
is applied based on the color required like for brown lusterless elephant brown shoe polish is applied. Melamine 
polish is used on the sculpture to protect the surface and preserve the lusterless appearance. For a black shiny 
elephant a wood stain paint is used and given a coat of wood varnish which give a lustrous look. 


Flow Chart: 


Elephant Wood Carving, Thrissur 
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Artisan carving wood to make an elephant statue. 
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Different types of chisels are used asper the Depth has been given to the trunk of elephant. 
requirement. 
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Depth has been given to the head part of elephant. 


White wood is being cut which will be later used to 
make nail and tusk of elephant. 


i B ‘d GOOPRLE AE |; AER SOF 
White wood is being cut which will be later used t 
make nails. 
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Wood adhesive is 
white wood. 
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Eye area is being carved using nail type of chisel Charcoal stick is used to fix to create elephant eye. 
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Fixing the tusk with the help of chisel by tapping. Elephant tusk made of white wood is being fixed. 
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Artisan is making texture over elephant trunk. 


Be Min 


Artisan polishing the elephant statue using emery 
sheet. 


Artisan applying wax coating. _ artisan painting with brow-black colour on the body. 
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Products 


Elephants are carved in various sizes including in life size sculptures, which is the truly an excellent piece of crafts- 
manship. From the size of 3 inches to 66 inches elephants are sculpted. Other than elephants there are other sev- 
eral products like idols of Lord Krishna, Lord Ganesh and many other including furnisher are manufactured here. 3 
inches elephants costs around five hundred rupees and 66 inches elephant costs around 5 lakhs. 
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Huge elephant statue made of teak wood. Statue of mahout on elephant. 
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Elephant face wall hanging. Trunk raised elephant statue made of rose wood. 


Elephant statue made of teak wood. Pair of elephants. 
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Traditional Kerala elephant statue. 


Elephant statue. 
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Statue of pair of elephant fighting. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
and Amulya S. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhuduttal[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

The Cherpu Carpenters Co-operative Society 
Thrissur 

Kerala 

Land phone: 0487 2342351 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


